	ETUC campaign 2004 – Europe, that’s us !

Open letter to the candidates for the European elections

	Strengthening workers’ rights 

 Full employment and sustainable growth 

 More and better jobs 

 For a social constitutional treaty 

 Equal opportunitues for all 

 Social security for the future 

 Sustainable development and a healthy environment 

 Strong services of general interest 

 Mobility, immigration and social integration 

 Strengthening transnational Trade Union rights 

1. Strengthening workers’ rights 

Effective workers’ rights are the basis for solid industrial relations and the cornerstone for social Europe. The ETUC calls on all the candidates for the European elections to support the further development of workers’ rights in Europe. The imminent destruction of workers’ rights must be resolutely disputed by the European Parliament. 

2. Full employment and sustainable growth 

The future of Europe depends upon its capacity to combat unemployment effectively. The objectives of the Lisbon strategy to turn Europe into one of the most competitive and dynamic economic regions in the world by 2010, is strongly supported by the ETUC. The workers expect from the Members of the European Parliament that they support an economically, social and ecologically balanced implementation of the Strategy. The Stability and Growth Pact especially needs a careful new orientation, in which growth and employment will be more at the forefront. 

3. More and better jobs 

We call on future Members of the European Parliament to promote stable jobs, with a future, with innovative working hours, solid working conditions, and high wages. Access to training, and life-long learning measures for workers are the basis for productive and secure jobs. The ETUC expects the European Parliament to actively commit itself to creating more and better jobs. 

4. For a social constitutional treaty 

The Constitutional Treaty for Europe marks another milestone in the development of European integration. The ETUC stands for a constitution that moves towards a social and political Union, governed by efficient, transparent and democratic institutions. The ETUC expects the Heads of State to adopt a social Constitution as soon as possible and urges the future Members of Parliament to commit themselves to the principles and to the implementation of the Constitution. 

5. Equal opportunities for all 

With its 25 Member States the European Union forms an area of plural cultural and political diversity, which creates huge potential for innovation for all of us. The ETUC urges all the candidates for the European elections to fight for equal opportunities for everybody. We must fight discrimination in all its forms, whether on the basis of gender, nationality, race, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, age, religion or social origin. In the future, the European Parliament must ensure that the EU acquired rights regarding equal pay and gender mainstreaming are implemented across all policies. 

6. Social security for the future 

Strong social security systems are the basis upon which a social Europe has to be built. Therefore we call on all candidates for the European elections to guarantee the sustainability of social security systems. This covers the safeguarding of pension systems that guarantee a decent standard of living as well as for affordable, universally accesible, high-quality healthcare and elderly and child care services. 

7. Sustainable development and a healthy environment 

The ETUC calls on the candidates for the European elections to urge the EU to speak with one voice for democratic reform of the international financial institutions and to promote coherence in global economic governance by enhancing the role of multilateralism through the United Nations. The EU should also promote a strategy for sustainable development, based on the three pillars of economic, social and environmental sustainability. The European Parliament should make efforts to promote the full implementation of the Kyoto goals as well as the EU’s Sustainable Development Strategy, approved in Gothenburg 2001. 

8. Strong services of general interest 

Strong services of general interest are a core element for Social Europe. European citizens want a better balance between competition rules and those regulating services of general interest at the European Level. The ETUC expects the future Paliament to support the right of national governments to guarantee fundamental citizenship rights before the rules of free market and competition. Member States have to be able to decide what must remain public or what becomes private, while assuring high quality services and universal and equal access. 

9. Mobility, immigration and social integration 

The ETUC considers Europe to be an open and tolerant place. Therefore we must fully recognise the right of free movement of workers and apply the principle of free movement of labour to legally resident third-country nationals while at the same time promoting their social and political integration. We urge the candidates for the European elections to campaign for the same political rights for long-term legally resident third-country nationals in local and European elections as enjoyed by European citizens. The European Parliament must support the development of a common European policy on immigration. 

10. Strengthening transnational Trade Union rights 

The ETUC calls on the candidates for the European elections to campaign for transnational trade union and workers’ rights in particular cross-boarder sympathy action, including strikes. Efforts should also be made to recognise fully social dialogue at cross-sectoral and sectoral levels with respect for the autonomy of the European Social Partners.Within the framework of the ETUC Campaign “ "Our Europe - Europe that’s us !" the Executive Committee, during its meeting of the 4th  and 5th of December 2003, has decided to call a day of action.

All the ETUC member organisations will organise during the period from the 2nd to the 3rd of April 2004 a trade union action for a Social Europe.



