
Executive Summary

The second European Union-Mexico trade union meeting
declares:

that it has adopted the agenda set by the trade union organisations and non-governmental organisations in the various international meetings on poverty, globalisation with equality, climate change, education, environment and global governance and calls for the inclusion of precise and quantifiable objectives in the Global Agreement: in order to eradicate poverty, hunger, infant malnutrition and mortality, extreme unemployment and precariousness of employment, the pressure on social solidarity and security institutions and the pressure on rights and standards in the field of social issues and employment.

As regards labour issues, we want to see all ILO Conventions ratified and complied with and ask that steps are taken to check that multinational companies comply fully with the OECD guidelines, which in turn encourages MNCs to act in a socially responsible manner.

We also demand that the imbalances between the two parties and their economies are acknowledged so that these major differences are taken into account in all commercial and financial relations with Mexico. The aim here is to guarantee the existence of compensatory mechanisms and the consolidation of systems and mechanisms for controlling external investment which ensures viability and long-established production.

We also want to see a chapter on social and employment issues included in the body of the Agreement which aims to guarantee workers' rights and which is at least based on the five fundamental ILO Conventions: freedom of association, the right to collective bargaining, abolition of forced labour, abolition of child labour and non-discrimination. Likewise and with reference to the human rights of indigenous peoples, ILO Convention 169 must be fully respected.

To ensure the actual inclusion of this chapter on social and employment issues in the Global Agreement, we undertake to draw up a plan on the subject which will be presented to the European Union-Mexico Joint Committee.

We are firmly in favour of a multilateral approach and negotiation within the framework of the United Nations.
We are calling for the ratification of the international agreement in the area of defence of the human rights of migrants and their families and we support the attempts to adopt legislative instruments and agreements between governments aiming to secure these rights. We are also in favour of fully recognising workers' rights as a fundamental part of human rights.

We want to reiterate our demand for the Mexican government and the Mexican legislature to approve the creation of an Economic and Social Committee (ESC) as a decentralised and independent body with the right to initiative that serves the public interest, consultation of which is mandatory, and in which participation would be pluralist, democratic, inclusive and voluntary. We would also like to see them approve the establishment of a joint advisory committee in accordance with Article 49 of the Global Agreement and the creation of a social observatory which would oversee the fulfilment, in both aforementioned areas, of the development aims set out  in the Global Agreement.

The European Union-Mexico Joint Committee must be strengthened by involving representatives of civil society at the heart of the committee, organised in line with the new democratising spirit of the UN system.
We will present a draft cooperation programme to the European Commission and the Mexican government with the aim of promoting job creation, vocational training, equal opportunities at work and social dialogue.
The EU Member States must fulfil their obligations made in the UN of channelling 0.7% of GDP towards development cooperation and looking for new methods of redistributing income both nationally and internationally. This is a commitment that Mexico too must make. The EU Member States will also have to become seriously involved in the fight against poverty whilst supporting sustainable development and upholding social justice.
We, as the signatory trade union organisations, reiterate the demand for effective information, consultation and participation channels for civil society, which must not be limited to general consultations organised by the Mexican government and the European Commission, but instead should take on the form of permanent mechanisms, such as the proposals contained in this Declaration.

To consolidate trade union coordination between Mexico and the EU (Labour Forum), a seminar will be organised in 2005 between ETUC (and its member organisations) and the Mexican trade union organisations, for which we will prepare a specific proposal designed to help develop social dialogue in Mexico and with the EU.

We support the protection of social security and workers' funds, since they belong to the workers and mean that we do not have to rely on private capital.

Done in Room UNO at the Mexican Foreign Ministry at 2.00 p.m. on 25 February 2005.
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